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     Friends of Fort Fisher 

members and descendants of 

soldiers engaged at Fort 

Fisher during the Civil War 

will be the first to see con-

ceptual plans and diagrams of 

the planned new Fort Fisher 

Visitor Center and Museum 

at the Friends Annual Meet-

ing in January. 

     The breakfast meeting 

takes place at the Courtyard 

by Marriott Hotel at Caroli-

na Beach on Saturday, Janu-

ary 13, and debuts plans by the 

architectural firm of Clark Nex-

sen, the Friends and officials of 

the NC Department of Natural 

and Cultural Resources. 

      Please note that space is limited 

so attendees are required to register 

by going to the Friends website at 

www.friendsoffortfisher.com by De-

cember 31, 2017. This yearõs Annual 

Meeting & Descendants Reunion is 

made possible through the generosi-

ty of Friends member and site sup-

porter Judy Ward. The Friends an-

nual meeting will coincide with Fort 

Fisherõs commemoration of the 

153rd anniversary of the Battle of 

Fort Fisher. (see story above). 

     In the words of one Fed-

eral soldier, the landscape of 

fort Fisher was a scene of 

òExploding shells é  a blaze of 

musketryó On January 13, 

2018, Fort Fisher State His-

toric Site will be commemo-

rating the battle with activi-

ties to both educate and en-

tertain.   

     On the grounds of the 

Fort, reenactors will bring 

the military infantry and artil-

lery units to life. They will be 

on hand to talk with visitors 

about camp life, garrison du-

ty, and scheduled throughout 

the day conducting the manu-

al of arms and firing demon-

strations. Masonboro Parlor 

will be on hand to provide 

live period music. They are a 

group of local musicians special-

izing in 18th and 19th century 

music and dance. Also, on-site 

will be local photographer Harry 

Taylor who will be bringing his 

1860s wet-plate photography 

studio taking pictures through-

out the day. For the young and 

young at heart, our Junior Re-

serves program will host two activ-

ities: the ôSchool of the Soldierõ and 

ôCivil War Communication.õ 

     Our keynote speaker for the 

event will be Dr. Keith Holland, 

who will discuss the story of a Un-

ion troop transport sunk by a Con-

federate torpedo in April 1864. 

That transport, the Maple Leaf, 

contained the worldly possessions 

of the men from six Federal regi-

ments who would take part in the 

two attacks on Fort Fisher.  

     Those men had the military 

equipment replaced but all their 

personal effects would remain be-

hind.  

     While the ship was largely for-

gotten by history, Dr. Holland re-

searched and uncovered the Maple  
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T H E  P O W D E R  M A G A Z I N E  

From the site manager, Jim Steele... 
Dear Friends: 

     2017 has been an incredible year for Fort Fisher State Historic Site. We started the year by unveiling a new exhibit, òHeart, 

Hearth and Home,ó which focuses on the domestic lives of Colonel William Lamb, his wife Daisy and their children. We installed 

five new interpretive waysides, and completed restoration of the historic siteõs òRifled and Bandedó 32-pounder seacoast gun at 

Shepherdõs Battery. All of these projects were sponsored by the Friends of Fort Fisher and local historical and heritage organiza-

tions, and we are grateful because these could not have been accomplished without their generosity. 

      But the biggest news of the year was no doubt the advance planning project. With help from our state representative Ted 

Davis, Jr., Fort Fisher secured funding to plan a new visitor center, along with other amenities such as reconstructed fort earth-

works and trails. Clark Nexsen, an architectural firm based in Raleigh, won the contract to work with the historic site, the De-

partment of Natural and Cultural Resources, and the Friends of Fort Fisher to study the siteõs needs and to conceptualize a new 

facility to take us into the next century. As I write this, we are on the home stretch to completing this process and are excited to 

soon unveil the finished work. We are thankful for the tremendous support this planning has received from DNCR, NC Historic 

Sites, Rep. Ted Davis, Jr., and especially the Friends of Fort Fisher. The partnership between the public and private organizations 

has been key to making this happen and the cooperation will ensure a facility that meets the needs of our community. 

     In 2018 we will be taking the next steps, which will include detailed design work and a capital campaign. We want you to be a 

part of this and need your help. Please join the Friends of Fort Fisher and lend your support. Our goal is to make Fort Fisher 

State Historic Site the premier Civil War attraction in the southeast. We cannot do it without you so please join the Friends 

right away and get involved. You will be proud that you did.  

          Sincerely, 

         Jim Steele 

#ÉÖÉÌ 7ÁÒ 0ÌÁÙÓÅÔ 2ÁǩÅ 7ÉÎÎÅÒ !ÎÎÏÕÎÃÅÄ 
&ÏÒÔ &ÉÓÈÅÒ ÖÏÌÕÎÔÅÅÒ -ÅËÙÁÈ $Ï×ÎÅÎ ɉÉÎ 3ÁÎÔÁ ÈÁÔɊ ÄÒÁ×Ó ÔÈÅ ×ÉÎÎÉÎÇ ÔÉÃËÅÔ  ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ #ÉÖÉÌ 7ÁÒ ÐÌÁÙÓÅÔ ÒÁǩÅÄ Ïǟ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ 
ÓÉÔÅȭÓ (ÏÌÉÄÁÙ /ÐÅÎ (ÏÕÓÅ ÉÎ ÅÁÒÌÙ $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒȢ 4ÈÅ ÌÕÃËÙ ×ÉÎÎÅÒ ×ÁÓ #ÈÌÏÅ -Ã#ÁÓËÅÙ ÏÆ ,ÕÍÂÅÒÔÏÎȢȟ .# Ȣ #ÏÎÇÒÁÔÕÌÁÔÉÏÎÓȦ 
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Live entertainment 
 

T H E  P O W D E R  M A G A Z I N E  

     As part of Civil War Trust Park Day, 

volunteers of all ages are needed Satur-

day, April 7, 2017 from 8:30 a.m. to 12 

noon to help beautify and preserve Fort 

Fisher, the largest earthen fortification in 

the Confederacy,   

     Now in its 21st year, Park Day is an 

annual hands-on preservation event cre-

ated by the Civil War Trust to assist with 

the maintenance of Americaõs Civil War 

Sites. Volunteers of all ability levels are 

welcome andñand encouragedñto par-

ticipate.  

     Many activities are appropriate for 

groups such as scout troops, service 

clubs, and church youth groups. At noon, 

all registered volunteers will be 

treated to lunch provided by the 

Friends of Fort Fisher, the non-

profit group which supports the 

site, along with its sustaining mem-

bers.   

     All Park Day 2018 volunteers are 

asked to register in advance by calling 

Assistant Site Manager John Moseley at 

(910) 251-7342 or by emailing him at 

john.moseley@ncdcr.gov. In addition to 

lunch, registered volunteers will receive 

a free Civil War Trust Park Day t-shirt. 

Gloves and tools are also supplied. 

     òPark Day is a fantastic opportunity 

for our friends and neighbors to make a 

difference in their community by helping 

to maintain and preserve our valuable 

history and one of the most scenic and 

historically significant places in the na-

tion,ó  Moseley said. òWe truly appreci-

ate all the support we get and encour-

age everyone to volunteer.ó 
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Join us on April 7, 2018, as we preserve and beautify 
Fort Fisher as part of Civil War Trust Park Day 2018 

mailto:amy.thornton@ncdcr.gov

