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INTEREST

Exhibit, more to honor Fort Fisher vets at 151 event

/ visitors can count on periodic

From the site

manager (page 2) On Saturday, January 16
2016, Fort Fisher State Historic
Civil War Trust Site will observe the 151anni-
EVEVA(LEL RN Versary of the 2 battle of Fort
Fisher by unveiling
Meet Thomas O0Di stinguished
in action: For t
Taylor (page 4) Honor Reci pi en o
. gram will feature compelling |«
Join the Walk of authors and speakers, dozens o}
Honor (page 5) Union and Confederate reenac-
tors, special tours, and a new
exhibit focusing on the 72 sol-
diers, sailors, and Marines who
.

bl asts courtesy
pounder rifled and banded cannon,
the sitefs 12 p
cannon and a 1pound Parrott

n Iroiy youdve ever
about Confederate currency, you
wonot want t o mi
presentation by Buena, Vista, Va.
native David Meisky, a reenactor
and historian who portrays Wil-

l'iam OExtra Bill
erate general, businessman, ant
politician.

A former history major at
. . . )
near the end of the Civil War. >€arge Mason Unlv_ersny, Meisky

is retired from the Fairfax County,
Free and open to the S
. ) . - . Va., Public Library and loves spend
public, the program will be held presented to their recipients, f|ve|,n his time livina in the past
from 10 am to 4 pm. The site Medals of Honor on loan from thq\/lgisk will speak gt 11 am ir? thé
will debut a new exhibit in the U.S. Navy will be among the articles y Wil sp . .

. ) 4 g ..Sjiteds auditoriu
visitords c e n t featured dnotime cerhibit, alany Wlt‘h% . .

. . historian and author Richard
on the 72 soldiers, sailors, andtwo others. Triebe will discuss Fort Fisher
Marines who received the Med- Of course it w, Ok'/\/giﬂ f%eagudito%rifm 5 n g

INSIDE THIS al of Honor from June 1864 to niversary at Fort Fisher withou '

ISSUE: January 1865. Although nevemroundshaking cannon firings, so / 2y ay dzZSR 2y LJ
The Senator .
S—— Gragg & Richard to headl

Fort Fisher needs Members of the Friends of
volunteers! Fort Fisher and their guests are
invited to attend the Annual
Meeting on Saturday, January 1
2016 at the Courtyard by Mar-
Join the Eriends riott Hotel in Carolina Beach.
of Fort Fisher Join us for checlin, coffee and
pastries beginning at 8:00 a.n
and then at 9:00 a.m. hear pro-
fessional genealogist Diane Ricl
ard, President of Mosaic Re
search and Project Managemen
share tips for tracing your an-

received the Medal of Honor
for their actions at Fort Fisher

cestors followed by author, histo-
rian and Director of Military and
Veteran Studies at Coastal Caro-
lina University Rod Gragg speak-
ing on the heroes and veterans of
Fort Fisher. Meet your Board of
Directors and other members,
guests and Fort Fisher descend-
ants. Beginning at 10:30 a.m.
members and guests can listen to
a site update and Friends report,

New Friends of
Fort Fisher
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From the site manager, Jim Steele...

Dear Friends:

It is the New Year, and on Saturday, January 16 we will present our anniversary progran
memorating the Battle of Fort Fisher. This will be the $%hniversary; it is hard to believe the sesquic
tennial series is now behind us. But we are not slowing down. This year you can look forward tc
War Trust Park Day on April 2, Confederate Memorial Day service on April 30, and tHeamBiversary
program commemorating Fort Fisherds role in )
l ong we wil/ present our successful O0Junior ReservesoO chi
series. We hope that you can make it to all of these great events.

Some of you may be aware of a tremendous change to our department. This winter it became official that elements of
the Department of Environmental and Natural Resources have been transferred to Cultural Resources. We are now called the
Department of Natur al and Cul tural Resources. Secretary S
tions and the DCR assets to bring their collective expertise, experience and talents together to strengthen our wondesful pro
erties and to engage visitors to experience the bestiour
ums, the Zoo and Museum of Natural History to the family. | expect that all of our organizations will benefit from thimcalla
tion, but especially those here on Federal Point.

In closing, | encourage everyone to become a member of the Friends of Fort Fisher. The Friends are key to everything
we do here and your participation is crucial. If you are already a member thank you so much for your continuing support. Come
see us soon!

Sincerely,
Jim

What 6s new I n the Fort F1 s
THE OLD NORTH STA TEAT WAR— THE NC OV/L WAR ATLAS

The Old North State at War
The North Carolina Civil War Aflas

The North Carolina Civil War Atlas is a comprehensive ftdlor study of the impact of the war on the Tar Heel State,
incorporating 99 original maps. The only stéeel atlas of its kind, the book is a sesquicentennial project of the North IZ&ro
Of fice of Archives and History. The |l arge format (léasthe 1706)
war s social, economic, and political consequences gdenmoug!l
sus records, and other sources were used to prepare the narrative and compile the tabulated data. Every significant @il War
tary engagement in the state is highlighted in this lavishly illustratedpko| 200page, hardbound volume. Available niowthe
Fort Fisher museum store for $85 per copy, plus tax. Get one now for the history lover on your Christmas list.
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Join us for | .
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As part of Civil War Trust Park Day sustaining¥d member$i Troy and Lori Barbour, Mike
2016, individual and group volunteers are need- McCarley, Tammy and Jack Moore, Brian and Deedra Nun-
ed Saturday, April 2, from 8:30 to 1:00 pm to nally, Jim and Catherine Taylor, Patrick O. McCullough, For-
help beautify and preserve Fort Fisher State His- rest Goodman, Jr., Wilson Grab, and Ivarlee E. & Thomas E.

toric Site, the largest earthen fortification in the Mulligan
Confederacy, which once protected the port of All Park Day volunteers are asked to register in ad-
Wilmington and the vital blockade running trade vance by calling the site at (910) 45838 or emailing

on the Cape Fear River. john.moseley@ncdcr.goGloves and tools will be provided.
Civil War Trust Park Day brings history ___ :

enthusiasts together in an effort to help keep /‘,‘“}\ L

,/V'

4
N .

our nationds heritage [#8
pristine. Since 1996, the Civil War Trust has ‘f‘ CE 1:
sponsored Park Day, an annual handspreser-
vation event to help Civil Waf and now Rev-
olutionary War fi battlefields and historic sites
take on maintenance projects large and small.
Volunteers aged 10 and up, of all ability
levels, are encouraged to participate. Many activ-
ities are appropriate for groups such as scout :
troops, service clubs, and church youth groups.
Volunteers will be treated to a free-shirt and
lunch provided by the Friends of Fort Fisher (the
non-profit group which supports the site and
makes all programming possible) along with itg
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Meet Capt. Thomas Taylor, trusted comrade of Col.
William Lamb and master at running the blockade

Thomas Taylor was the super- my readers can sympathize with my en-run on the blockadeunner Banshee
r e pthusiasm whemthey gossidex theldarigeyshat twentyone year old Taylor re-
to be encountered, after three days of ceived his baptism of fire. It was also on

cargo

Trading Company, one of t

(owner ds
master) for the AngleConfederate

e

this occasion that he first made

most successful blockad w the auspicious acquaintance of
running firms of the Civil War P - |Col onel Lamb that
Due in no smal { ripen into a warm
resourceful vigilance the comp T % After all, it was the propitious
nyés good fort flash and roar of
ble. guns, ol i ke musi c
In fact, the enterprisq that dissuaded the pursuing Fed-

was so profitable that it is re eral gun boats from continuing
ported that in the fall of 1864 their chase of thdBanshedn fact
that the company paid out di he may very well have had this
dends to their investorJ incident in mind when he wrote
amounting to 250 percer| of Lamb, 0éand mal
above the original cost of | vessel did his skill and activity
share of stock. In the compet snatch from the very jaws of the
tive high stakes business blockaders. He came to be re-
blockaderunning both Taylo garded by the runners as their
and the AngleConfederatg guardian angel; and it was no
Trading Company flourishe{*, small support in the last trying
and though the company nev| & moments of a run to remember
operated more than four run| <. |lwho was in Fort Fi
ners at a time, over the courg So indebted and grateful to
of the war its fleet of vesse Colonel Lamb were Taylor and
would include theBansheeBan- his empl oyer t hat
shee |l Will of the Wisp Night suggestion the firm subsequently
Hawk Stormy Petrel, Tristram presented Lamb with a battery of
Shandyand Wild RoverExcept six Whitworth rifles. When har-
ing one late war run after th{ nessed to mules these long range
fall of Fort H - |field guns extended the reach of
runs were either destined to, of . the fort exponentially.
departed from, Wilmingtonf They soon developed such a
North Carolina. In these com| * | reputation both above and below
ings and goings the solicitof " gy, the Mason and Dixon Line that
association that he fosterg— o until the fall of Fort Fisher the
with Fort Fisher Commande [ FLIWFEAY ¢K2YIl a ¢ [Grfedeites were successfully
Colonel William Lamb canng hNAIAYLFE AYEF3AS R2yl G FRetqhold the beerpl bleckag- K S N
be overstated. o8 {lLfte& [FYod { C%’Sqat bay.

In his book, Running t aylor would go on to com-

BlockadeTaylor described the exhilarat- constant anxiety and little sleep in thread- plete eight round trip runs with théan-

ing task of entering the Cape Fear Rivering our way through a swarm of blockad- shee When she was finally captured on
through New Inlet during the war, ers, and the accuracy required to hit in her ninth attempt in November of 1863

ONow the real e x c ithe eiak ef tinne thé reogth of a rivea only the serendipitous Taylor was not
nothing | have experienced can comparehalf a mile wide, without lights and with a aboard. By then, however, she had re-
with it. Hunting, pigsticking, steeple coastline so low and featureless that as aturned a 700 per cent profit to her Eng-
chasing, bigame shooting, pold | have rule the first intimation we had of its lish owners, andBanshee Ihad been

done a little of eachd all have their nearness was the dim white line of the completed and was ready to join the

thriling moments, but none can ap-sur f . 6 companyds fleet of ru
proach running a blockade; and perhaps It was in April of 1863, his initial at- . .
tempt to run the blockade and his first I'2yesydzsR 2y LJ 3S
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Thomas Taylor, master blockade runner continued from page 4

All in all, Taylor made 28 trips through the blockade. His lasblockaderunners to deliver their goods to Wilmington and

run into the Cape Fear River occurred on December 28, 1864uccessfully escape. After the war Taylor returned to England
when the Banshee land the Wild Rovepassed through the where he was given a partnership in the firm and a position in
midst of the Federal armada arrayed against Fort Fisher. Tiko mb ay , I ndia. He and Col onel
Christmas bombardment of Fort Fisher had just conclude®f blockader unni ngé6) woul d remain in
and Taylor on board théanshee With a cargo of 600 barrels come.

of pork and 1,500 boxes of mede nough t o pr ovliosdiayn, Lveheadts was most certain
army for a month, counted sixtfour Union ships. Ironically, copy of T o m Ruamng therBibckad@lisplayed in

both the Banshee Hnd the Wild Rovewere property of the the Fort Fisher State Historic Site exhibit hall on loan from Mr.
Anglo-Confederate Trading Company; they were the last twolLarry Walker of Charlotte, NC.
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NC Senator Brent Jackson (RDistrict 10) tours Fort
FIi sher, offers thanks and

The staff of Fort Fisher State
Historic Site and several Friends of Fort
Fisher board members enjoyed the privi-
lege of hosting a visit by NC Senator
Brent Jackson ®istrict 10) and his
staff.

Senator Jackson is @hairman
of the Senate Appropriations/Base Budg
et Committee, and the immediate past
co-chairman of the Senate Appropria-
tions Subcommittee on Natural and Eco-
nomic Resources and the Senate Agricul
ture/Environment/Natural Resources
Committee. He is also cchairman of
the Joint Environmental Review Com-
mission, Joint Agriculture and Forestry
Awareness Study Commission and the
Agriculture and Rural Caucus of the
North Carolina General Assembly. Ad-
ditionally, Sen. Jackson sits on the Sena
Finance Committee, Rules and Opera-
tions of the Senate Committee and Sen-
ate State and Local Government Com-
mittee.

Accompanied by NC Historic
Sites Director Keith Hardison, Sen. Jack-
son and his staff braved leggnideal
weather conditiongo tour a number of
sites overseen by his committee, includ-
ing Fort Fisher.Shortly after the tour,
Sen. Jackson described his motives in
thank you note to site manager Jim
Steel e. He wrot e,
for the tour of the Fort Fisher Historical
Site last week. It is great to have such
passionate citizensl was pleased to see | A 3
the professional manner in which your £ SD
operation is rund it is a true asset to
the state. | believe that it is important show us the behind the scenes
for legislators to visit our stat®ewned operations of the fort. You all
sights andtourist attractions in orderto  have done a nice job preserving
gain firsthand knowledge of the facilities the site and have an impressive
that are affected by our decision®ur  wealth of knowledge about the
attractions are one of our major eco- fort and its history. Please do not
nomic drivers and help support our large hesitate to reach out to me or my
tourism industry. | appreciate the time office if we can ever be of service Please come back and see us again
you took to give us an kalepth tour and  to you or any of your employees. soonn The staff at Fort Fisher &

THE POWDER MAGAZINE Thank you, Br enty.Guands of Fort Fisher
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Of this gesturé@ and for
taking the time to see in person
why Fort Fisher is the most visited
state historic site in North Caroli-
nai we say, no, thankoy Sena-
tor Jackson. Your support is criti-
cal and very much appreciated.



